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			Salt and Light

Christians are sneaky people.
If you think about it we are involved in covert operations.
We are a subversive movement.

On the surface we might appear to be polite and law abiding good citizens.
But if you cut through that thin veneer of civility, and get into our minds and attend our gatherings what you find are a bunch of people who want to change things, to rearrange things, to add spice and flavor to things, to bring light to the situation.
Don’t let the law abiding image fool you.
Christians are sneaky.  We won’t stop or settle until everything has been transformed by the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Granted we’re not always sure what that means or how to go about doing that and we rarely agree about much, but that is hardly the point.

A love has entered the world through Jesus Christ and everything that love touches is changed, transformed, co-opted, subverted, claimed by God to become a means of grace, an instrument of revealing and knowing God.

Christians see everything and everyone as the potential for blazing forth God’s glory in new and surprising ways.

Just the opposite of terrorists if you think of it.
Terrorists see everything in terms of  the potential to spread fear, how to lash out in anger, to change the world into their own image of hate.  They are one of the ultimate expressions of human pride and ideology, they reveal our potential to use and bend the world to our own purpose.  Their fruit is known by fear, death, pain, terror and they intend to spread that violence like a contagious disease.

Christians are even sneakier than that.  But rather than spreading fear and violent death what we are to spread is rapture, we are rapture-ists if you get right down to it. The New Testament image of the rapture is an image of resurrection, a resurrection that we intend to spread like a contagious disease through the love that changes us, usually without our even knowing it. 

Rapture-ists, resurrection-ists, spreading the hidden virus of the Love God that builds up the world, that builds up others, that edifies and feeds others, that serves.

All the scripture lessons today are about this transforming love changing the world.
Love is unconditional but love is also contagious and it unconditionally changes us.
Isaiah says that the fasting that God desires is not about restraining from food but is rather to strive for a justice that frees those who are oppressed, feeds those who are hungry, clothes the naked and houses the poor.  When this is done light breaks forth like the dawn.  This is not a passive religion of contentment and satisfaction, but a religion that reaches out and changes things.

The whole letter of First Corinthians is about how we waste or lives by trying to outdo one another with knowledge and wisdom and eloquence and spiritual gifts and achievement, the whole point being that knowledge puffs up but love builds up.  
Love is that transforming power that turns everything into what it should be.  When knowledge is turned toward service to others out of love, when being wise is turned to service for others out of love, when spiritual gifts are turned to service for others out of love, when achievement is turned to service of others out of love then all these things fulfill their purpose of revealing God’s glory, they shine and are splendid.

And then there is the Gospel lesson about being salt and light.  We are told to add something to the world not take away from up.   The glory that the world was intended to reveal is then set loose and the splendor of God’s radiance spreads like wild fire.

So don’t buy the hype about Christians being orderly, polite, good citizens, because it only goes skin deep, it is only useful in serving an end.
Under the surface Christians are sneaky, they are up to something.
Everyone, everything they see they evaluate in terms of the potential for God’s glory to be revealed, they see splendor and radiance about to be unleashed from everyone and everything.
But not like terrorists who see glory in destruction.
Rather they are rapture-ists, resurrection-ists who build up the world in love.

Be that salt and light that  adds the final critical ingredient to the world, that love that sets loose the radiance of God’s glory, revealing God and praising God in and through all creation. 
Be that spark of love that sets the world on fire, a fire that doesn’t destroy and burn, but that rather reveals God.
Be Salt and Light.
Be sneaky. 
